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FTAA
COMMITTEE OF GOVERNMENT REPRESENTATIVES ON THE
) PARTICIPATION OF CIVIL SOCIETY

’ EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

AF&PA supports U.S. participation in the negotiation of a Free Trade Area of the Americas. We
urge governments to reaffirm and reinforce their commitment to free trade in the Hemisphere by
accelerating the pace of FTAA negotiations--particularly in the area of market access--while also
giving appropriate attention to legitimate concerns regarding the linkages between trade and the
environment, labor standards and other civil society issues.

Civil Society -- The U.S. forest products industry welcomes the efforts being made to consider
the concerns of business and other elements of civil society in the development of an FTAA
agreement. While we continue to look primarily to U.S. negotiators to represent our specific
interests in these government-to-government negotiations, we believe there is benefitto a
heightened awareness of the many trade-related issues that concern a broad range of non-
governmental interests in all participating countries.

In the post-Seattle climate, it is increasingly clear that FTAA and other efforts to liberalize trade
will require negotiators to consider a variety of international issues and concerns that have not
traditionally been part of trade negotiations. It is also clear that efforts to increase transparency
and public input to the FTAA negotiations will require active and sustained support by
governments to be credible. We therefore urge expanded Ministerial interaction with the NGO
community in order to improve the prospects for concluding an FTAA agreement that will win
broad support throughout the Hemisphere.

Market Access -- The priority trade objecti:re of the U.S. forest products industry is the
worldwide elimination of tariffs on wood and paper products. With the indefinite delay of any
new WTO round, the FTAA negotiations become an even more important vehicle for achieving
increased trade liberalization.

An initiative which offers immediate opportunities in the market access area is the APEC/WTO
proposal for an Accelerated Tariff Liberalization (ATL) agreement covering forest products and
seven other priority industrial sectors (chemicals, fish, toys, gems/jewelry, medical equipment,
energy, environmental goods/services). Within the context of the FTAA negotiations, agreement
on early implementation of this sectoral tariff package would [iberalize a substantial portion of
trade within the region, providing an important stimulus to the regional economy.

Elimination of non-tariff impediments to trade is also essential to ensuring that forest products

suppliers have equitable market access throughout the region. We therefore support FTAA
actions to address non-tariff barriers.
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