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FTAA – JOINT GOVERNMENT-PRIVATE SECTOR COMMITTEE OF EXPERTS ON ELECTRONIC COMMERCE 

ARGENTINA

WORK PROGRAM PROPOSED FOR THE PERIOD 2000-2001

I. FACILITATION OF ACCESS TO THE ELECTRONIC COMMERCE INFRASTRUCTURE

A) Study of proposals about actions to be recommended in order to facilitate the access to the Telecommunications Infrastructure through different means, including but not limited to:

1) Facilitation of access to networks and service.

2) Expansion of basic services network and balance of line density.

3) Application of facilitation patterns for public access to the Network (focal points).

4) Adoption of rate policies for data transmission regardless distance.

5) Policies leading to equipment cost reduction for users.

B) Study of the report to be issued by the Tripartite Committee on successful international patterns or programs to facilitate Network access by national communities.  Analysis of Tripartite Committee's suggestions on measures for such within the Hemisphere. Consideration of proposals on same subjects submitted by the delegations. Update of the Tripartite Committee’s report on adaptability Indicators to Internet by the countries of the Hemisphere.

C) Study of proposals submitted by the delegations about network inter-operability and drafting of compatible technical standards (including software, use of “ñ” and stresses, etc.)

D) Study of proposals submitted by the delegations about the possibilities of a Hemispherical Cooperation, especially of the LA&C countries, in forums such as ITU, CITEL and ICANN.

II.
LEGAL HARMONIZATION OF THE HEMISPHERE

A) Study of proposals submitted by the delegations in order to avoid or solve the differences of the regulatory backgrounds among ALCA´s countries; being such differences the possible origin of external issues that may affect negatively the functioning of some economies in favor of others, including an harmonization which does not compromise  natural national interests, for example, through the adoption of the project of UNCITRAL´s Draft Law.

B) To request the Tripartite Committee to analyse the coincidences and differences of the rules in force and to indicate which of them may be inconvenient upon consolidation of the free commerce area, through the update of the Digest of the Regulatory Background on Electronic Commerce.

III.
PAYMENT MEANS FACILITATION FOR ON-LINE COMMERCIAL TRANSACTIONS

A) Study of the proposals submitted by the delegations in order to avoid the dissuasive and/or delaying effects of commercial policies on some payment means in electronic commerce transactions through Internet.

B) Study of the proposals filed by the delegations about the rules aiming at safety increase, and conditions for general authorization of electronic payment services in  LA&C.

C) Study of the report to be issued by the Tripartite Committee, as well as of the proposals submitted by the delegations, about current on-line payment alternatives or those likely to be applied and the measures necessary for their application in the different ALCA´s countries.

IV.
POSSIBILITIES OF DEVELOPMENT FOR SMALL AND MEDIUM-SIZED ENTERPRISES

A) Study of the report to be produced by the Tripartite Committee on the international assistance experiences to Small and Medium-Sized Enterprises for the improvement of their access to the Electronic Commerce. Two cases in particular should be investigated: the strategy applied by the Canadian Government and G8 Program “Global Marketplace for SMEs”. 

B) Study of an international compilation to be produced by the Tripartite Committee on:

1. Support programs, researches, bibliography and legal regulations on public policies regarding the relationship between the Electronic Commerce and its use by SMEs.

2. Internet sites aimed at SMEs and Internet sites devoted to the international commercialization of services and goods, trying to determine the methodology used to incorporate SMEs there, costs involved, scope of services rendered, etc.

The proposals of the delegations regarding this subject will also be studied in order to evaluate the possibility to issue recommendations about it.

V.
ANALYSIS OF PROVISIONS AIMED TO FACILITATE THE EXPLOITATION OF INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY RIGHTS ON-LINE AND TO ENABLE ITS EFFECTIVE AND ECONOMICAL PROTECTION, CONSIDERING THE PROGRESS ACHIEVED BY THE NEGOTIATION GROUP OF INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY RIGHTS

Study and develop, accordingly to the progress achieved by the Negotiation Group of Intellectual Property Rights, a proposal to be submitted to CNC to:

A)
Identify regional standards regarding the contents protected by intellectual property rights (for example: Literary and Artistic Works, artistic performances, software, counseling and any other intellectual creation subject to digital commercialization), codification of data on intellectual property rights management and of any other information deemed relevant in order to facilitate the legitimate exploitation of such contents and its adequate protection.

B) Advance in the discussion of procedural and frontier measures, suitable for the effective protection of intellectual property rights, in order to allow any owner of rights from an ALCA´s country, to simply, timely and effectively exercise his intellectual property rights.

C) Encourage ALCA´s countries to reinforce the regional system of intellectual property right protection, by the ratification or adherence, as far as possible, to the WIPO treaties on Author’s Rights and Play and Performance of Phonograms, and by rendering, if necessary, the relevant legislation.

VI.
TAX AND CUSTOMS ASPECTS

To request the Tripartite Committee to investigate:

A) The effect of the Electronic Commerce on tax collection in ALCA´s countries and the existing alternatives to adapt the tax systems to the new reality imposed by this new way of commerce and communication.

B) The comparison of the works performed by OECD, EU and IMF regarding the transfer of the tax-bases that can be brought by the Electronic Commerce.

C) The implications of the development of the Electronic Commerce on foreign commerce operations and the possibilities that can be created by the adoption of systems such as the “BOLERO – Bill of Lading Europe” or similar ones.

The proposals of the delegations regarding this subject will also be studied in order to evaluate the possibility to issue recommendations about it.
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